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A PASTORAL LETTER, from the GtneRat AssEeMBLY of 
the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, in the Uniren Srates 
of AMERICA, ta the People in their Communion, at their Meeting 


in Philadelphia, Adayp 1798. 
Dear friends and brethren, 
oo afpedt of divine provi- 
dence, and. the extraordi- 
nary fituation of the world, the 
prefent moment, indicate, that 
@ folemn admonition, by the 


‘minifters of religion and other 


church-officers in the General 
Affembly Corvened, has become 
our indifpenfable duty. When 
formidable innovations and con- 
vulfions in Europe threaten de- 
ftru€ion to morals and religion; 
when fcenes of devaftation and 
bloodfhed, unexampled in the 
hiftory of modern nations, have 
convulfed the world ; and when 
our own country is threatened 
with fimilar calamities, infenfi- 
bility in us would be flupidity ; 
filence would be criminal. The 
watchmen on Zion's walls are 
bound by their commiffion to 
found a general alarnt at the'ap- 
proach of danger. We there- 
fore defire to dire& your awak- 
ened attention, towards that 
burfting ftorm, which threatens 


' tofweep before it the religious 


‘}. . principles, inftitutions, and mo- 


(4) tals of our people. 


We are’fil- 
led with a deep concern-and an 
awful dread, whilft we announce 


"fh. it as-our real conviGtion, that 


F gemma Denner, <2" Rx ieee ete? ger aetilecnintat My tt 
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the eternal God has a controver- 
fy with our nation, and is about 
to vifit us in his fore difpleafure. 
A folemn crifis has arrived, in 
which we are called to the molt 
ferious contemplation of the mo- 
ral caufes which have produced 
it, and the meafures which it 
becomes us to purfue. 

With regard to the caufes of 
thofe national calamities, which 
we either feel or fear, a little 
reflection may convince us, that 
thefe may be traced to a too me- 
lancholy defeétion py Gop, 
and corruption of jthe public 
principles and morals. Thefe 
ufually keep an equal pace, and 
they uniformly precede the ru- 
in of nations. 

The evidences of our gnilt 
are, unhappily, too numerous 
and glaring. We perceive with 
pain and fearful apprehenfion, 
this fad dereliGtion of religious 


principle and practice amongft 


our fellow-citizens ; a great de- 
parture from the faith and fim- 


_ple purity of manners for which | 
our fathers were remarkable ; a. 
vifible and prevailing. impiety, 


and contempt. for the laws and 
infitutidhs of religion, and-an 
abounding infidelity which, in 


many 
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many inftances, tends to athe+ 
ifn itfelf; which contemptu- 
oully rejects Gon’s eternal fon, 
our favior ; ridicules the go {pel 
and its moit facred ‘mytterics ; 
denies the provi nee of Gop, 
grievc 's and tnfults the holy fpi- 
rit; in a word; which aiThiih € 
a front of dating impiety, sti 
poffeffes a mouth filled «with 
blafphemy. 
In the micft & of the alarming 
fituation of the public mind, 
which we have noticed above, 
we perceive a degree of fupine- 
nefs and inattention amongtt too 
many of theminifters and pro- 
feffors of chriftianity, vores 
feems to threaten. a diffolution 
of re ligious focietys . Formality 
and deadnefs, not to fay hynoc- 
rify ; a contempt for vital god- 
linefs, and the fptrit of fervent 
piety ; a defertion of the ordi- 
nances or a cold and unprofta- 
le attendance upon thern,. vifi- 
bly pervade every part: of the 
church, and certain men have 
crept in among us, who have 
denied, or attempted to explain 
away, the true doctrine of the 
gofpel ; to introduce pernicious 
errors Which were formerly ei- 
ther not named, or named with 
abhorrence ;. but which have 
within a few years fince been 
embraced by deluded multitudes. 
The Lerd’s day is horribly pro- 
phaned, and family religion and 
inftru€tion lamentably ncglect- 
ed. 


ly enhances our guilt. Nu peo- 
ple have been more-highty .te- 
vored in our ofiginal ejtablith- 
ment, our inerealing prof{perity, 
and ‘particularly ia our: contcit 


Our jopratinde to God -great- 


A Paftoral Letter. 


during the revolutionary ‘war, 


and its profperous iflue; but# 


alas! we have bafely forgotten 
dur benefactor.— We have abu- 


-fed his tavors and°turned them 


into engines of oppofition againit 
hinifelf. ——“ He ‘has nourifhed 
s and brought us up as children, 
and we have rebelled againft 
him.” 

The profligacy and corruption 
of the public morals have ad- 
vanced with a progrefs propor- 
tioned to our declenfion in re- 
ligion ; profanenefs, pride, lux- 
ury, injuitice, ‘intemperance, 
lewdnefs, and every {pecics of 
debauchery and loofe indulgence 
do but too greatly abound. And 
‘‘ fhall net the Lorpbowifit for 
thefe things ? fhall not his foul 
be avenged on fuch% mation as 
this:?’? Are not our crimes e- 
normous as they are numerous? 
Are they not peculiarly aggra- 
vated ? Have we not known 
our Matter’s will, and refufed, 
or at leaft neglected to do it? 
Have we not. pofleffed uncom. 
mon means of information, with 
regard to our duty, without a 
proportionate improvement. ? 
And have not our uncommon 
advantages been zbufed without 
fhame or remorfe? As furely 
as there is a- RIGHTEOUS Gop, 
fo furely will he vilit us in his 
jut dilpleato re, unlefs his grace 


prevnt, by awakening ats to a 


fenfe of our. guilt and recalling 
usto the pra@tice of our dity ; 


ourc j Cunstancesloudly demand 


a public-and folemn acknow- 
jJedgment ot GoD as our moral 
governor and rightcous judge. 
It is time to ceafe from man, 
whofe breath is in his noftrils; 

to. 
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to look beyond fecond caufes, 
and openly confefs the hand and 
agency and governmentot-Gopo 
in the world. Let Chriftians 
unite more cordially, and.open- 
ly, in-adhering to their maittér's 
caufe;. and oppofing infidelity 
in all its forms. Gop: hatha 
controverfy, with, us! Let us 
proftrate ourfelves before him! 
Let the deepeft humiliation and 
the fincereft repentance mark 
our fenfe of the national fins’; 
and let us not forget, at the fame 
time, the perfonal fins of each 
individual, that have contribu- 
ted to increafe the mighty mals 
of covruption! Let.the minif- 
ters of religion-weep and inter 
cede for themfelves and-a guiliy 
people! Let all de fcriptions ot 
perfons lament their iniquities 
and, reform! Let ws- practice 
all righteoufnefs !,. Let us be 
earneit and fervent in. prayer, 
that Gop, for the fake of the 
Lorp. Jesus Cnurist, would 
pour out, his graciotis fpirit up- 
on minifters and people 5° and 
that he would revive his work, 
not only amongft. our chitechess 
but amongft all, denominations 
of chriftians, until the. blefled 
promifes and predidtions,. with 
regard to the extent of the Re- 
deemers kingdom, be complete- 


ly, fulfilled ! — Let us condué& 
ourfelves as quiet and peaccable 
Citizens, fubmitting .confcien- 
tioufly to the laws of our own 
making and the government of 
our Cheice!) Let us treat with 
candor-and refpe@ our civil ru- 
lers! Let us reflect that» the 
important feripture precepts up- 
on this fubjet are applicable to 
no people, if not tous, under a 
reprefcitative government 5 yet 
as in the piefeat imperfeét {tate 
Of human +wature, diflefences in 
epini moamuttexiit, let us. care- 
wiiy cultivate the fentiments of 
brotherly-kindnefs, mutual for- 
deay vnvérand Charity. 

With a view to give the great-- 


er oh 2@t to the admonitions and’ 


ex! tiensin this- lettér éx- 
pri lic d, We recommend, that the, 
laft.t bunfday. of Augufi next, be 
obferved in al! the congregations. 
under. our care as a day ot fo- 
lemma humiliation, fafting and 
prayer, and that the. minilters 
of our communiondo then read 
this letter to the people of their 
charge, and. entorce the truth 
it contains in fuch. difcourfes 
founded, on: the word of Gop, 
as fhall appear beit adapted to 

effect fo defirable a purpofe, 

JOHN. B. SMUTH, 
Moderator. 





For. the Religions Monitor, ec. 
EVERY CHRISTIAN’s ASSISTANT. 
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Ill. 


{ Being occaficnal extracts fram Heary’s “ Methad of Prayer.’’} 


Or rHEe Tuirp Parr. 
ND now, Lord, what wait 
we for? Truly our hopeis 
even in.thee: deliver us from all 
our tranfgreffions, that we may 
not be thereproach of the foolith. 


Be thou merciful to our un 
righteoufnefs, and our fins and 
iniquities do thou remember no 
more. O forgive us that-grcat 
debt. 

Thou, Lord, art geod,.. and 


ready 
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ready to forgive; and rich in 


mercy to all who call upon thee. 
Thou art a God full of compaf- 
fion and gracious, long-fuffering, 
and plenteous in mercy & truth. 

We have finned, but we have 
an advocate with the Father, 
Jefus Chrift the righteous, who 
is the propitiation for our fins ; 
and not for ours only, but for 
the fins of the whole world. 

For thy name’s fake, O Lord, 
pardon our iniquity, for it is 
great; for innumerable evils 
have compafled us about, our 
iniquities have taken hold upon 
us, fo that we are not able to 
look up. Be pleafed, O Lord, 
to deliver us; O Lord, make 
halte to help us. 

O let us have the bleffednefs 
of thofe whofe tranfgreffion is 
forgiven, whofe fin is covered ; 
of that man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity, and in 
whofe f{pirit there is no guile. 

Be not thou a terror toais, fot 
thou art our hope in the day of 
evil. O-God, be merciful to 
us and blefs us, and caufe thy 
face to fhine upon us. 

Let the blood of Chrift, who 
through the eternal fpirit offered 
himfelé without fpoet to God, 
purge our confcience from dead 
works to ferve the living God. 

Let the fpirit of truth guide us 
into all truth,’and caufe us toun- 
derftand wherein we have erred. 

O put thy fear into our hearts, 
that we may never depart frem 
thee. Let us all be devoted to 
thy fear; and let us be in the 
fear of the Lord every day, and 
all day long. 

Grant us, we pray thee, ac- 
cording to the riches of thy glo- 


Every Chriftian’s Affifiant. 


ry, that we 
with all might by thy 
the inner man: 


that we being rooted and ground. 
ed in love, may be able tocom- 
prehend with all faints what is 
the breadth, and Jength, and 
depth and h , andmay know 
the love of Chrift that paffeth all 
knowledge ; and let the love of 
Chrift cenftrain us to live not to 
ourfelves, but tohim who died 
for us, and rofe again. 
Thou, Lord, art our refuge 
and our fortrefs, and under thy 
wings we will truft; thy truth 
fhall be our fhield and buckler + 
Let us not be afraid for the ter- 
tor by ni 


the Lord our refuge, and the Moft 
High our habitation, tet no evil 
betall us, nor any plague come 
nigh our dwelling. 

Let the Lord be our keeper, 
even he who keepeth Ifrael, and 
neither flumbers nor fleeps. Let 
the Lord be out fhade on our 
right hand, that the fun may not 
{mite us by day, nor the moon 
by night: Let the Lord preferve 
us from all evil, the Lord pre- 
ferve out going out and coming 
in, from this time forth, and 
even for evermore. 

Lord, make a hedge about us, 
about our houfes, and about all 
that we have round about ; and 
take ficknefs from the midft of us. 

Look upon us, and be merci- 
ful unto us, as thou ufeft to do 
unto thofe who loved thy name; 
and do more for us than we are 


able to afk orthink ; and fupply 


all our needs according to thy 
riches in-glory, by Chrift Jefus. 
MARANATHA. 


may ‘be ttrengthened | 


, nor for the arrow . 


that flieth by day: Having made © 


{pirit in 
dwell in our hearts by faith, i 
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¥ there ever was a time that 

required the united exertions 
of the real friends of Zion, it is 
now, to check the f{preading fren- 
zy of Infidel Philofophy. 

The feeret confpiracy of the 
Illuminati, in league with cor- 
rupted Mafons, have intirely o- 
verthrown the papal religion, in 
many parts of Europe; they are 
ftriving by private machinations 
to root out the whole fyftem of 
religion from the face of the 
earth! Thefe principles are in 
America yet the Watchmen 
are fo much engaged at prefent, 
that they cannot proclaim the 
approaching danger! 

Some great men and leading 
characters of our country, as 
well as in France and England, 
file at the fuperftitious zeal of 
antiquity. Mr. Pittvand Tier- 
ney, members of the Britifh par- 
liament, fought a duel ona Sun- 
day, and no notice taken of it, 
Thomas Jefferfon, our Vice- 
Prefident partook of ‘a public 
dinner on the fabbath day,” on 
his return from the feat of gov- 
ernment: Thefe are called chrif- 
tian rulers! Such condu& feems 
to be accompanied with particu- 
lar impropriety to the prevailing 
religious fyftem, at this eventful 
period, for examples from great 
philofophers make lafting im- 
preflions on the minds of incon- 
fiderate youth: Great men may 
do thus, yea more, and their 
watchmen dare not lift up the 
voice againft fuch proceedings, 
for fear of men, yet they are the: 
heralds of the Lord! 2 
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MARANATHA. 
No. Be: 

A fire of xeal and-chriftian emulation ought to be kindled in the breaft 

of every fleeping ond languid Betiever. 


II. 


VANDERKEMP. 

«© The open and horrid profa- 
nation of that day which is cail- 
ed holy unto the Lord,” being 
not only countenanced by the 
Vice-Prefident, but he ftayed and 
partook of the convivial repaft. 
Does not this fhew the impro- 
priety of being unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers ? 

Is fuch condué an open ** vio- 
lation of the divine command- 
ments,” or is it net? If it is, 
mutt it not be very fhocking to 
the zealous fupporters of the pi- 
us practices of our ancefters, in 
“a chriftian nation?” If it is 
not, in his opinion, yet prudence 
ought to have led him to facred- 
ly regard the laws of his country ; 
but alas! ‘¢ The man of the peo- 
ple” has been ftrangely tinctured 
with deiftical principles, if not 
by atheiftical philofophy. 

Some fuppofe if foraething is 
not done fpeedily, our whole 
country will be overrun by ‘‘the 
flood of infidelity” that is pour- 
ing in on all fides, from inex- 
hauftible fountains! Now if 
bounds to the great ftreams can- 
not be fet, wi:l it not require 
intenfenefs of heat to dry up the 
flood and prevent the inundation? 
Will not thofe dirty pebbles that 
are whirled down by the current 
be likely to hurt the growth of 
the youngherbs & tender plants, 
if not intirelydeftroy thofe which 
grow within their reach, unlefs 
brufhed off by acareful hand ? 

Does not the appoaching ca- 
lamities of our country appear 


doubly affliQive ? We have not 
only 













































86 The Deaths of tha Apefilesi— Religious Ses. 


only to wage war againtt rapine, 
but the abominable principle of 
France. Will the watchmen of 
religion, fo long as they are pla- 
ced on the walls of Columbia, 
ceafe proclaiming the impending 





evils which are ready to burft o- 
ver our guilty heads, when they 
know the flaughtered blood of the 
unwarned will be required at 
their hands,. and try to. endure 
the curfe of Almighty God ? 





THe DEATHS or rus. APOSTLES,..(from page 77.) ; 


St. MATTHEW, or Levi, 
was originally a toll-gatherer, 
or rather a colleG&or of the.cuf- 
toms for merchandize, and the 
tribute paid by paffengers an the 
fea of Galilee ; which poft. of 
profit and honor amongft the 
Romans, he left immediately, 
and followed the call.of Jesus. 
He preached the gofpel for eight 
years in. Judea,. where, at the 
command of the apoftles, and to 
gratify the Jewifh converts, he 
wrote the gofpel in Hebrew. ; 
and then paffled into Ethiopia, 
where it is fuppofed he met 
with the crown of martyrdom, 
after having of a publican be- 
come an apoftle and evangelifl. 

St. LUKE was born at An- 
tioch in Syria, bred a phyfician, 


and, as fome pretend, was fkil- 
ful: in. painting. . He was,, moft 
probably-converted, by St. Paul 
at Antioch, whom he afterwards 
accompanied in.all his dangers, 
as an infeparable companion and 


fellow-laborer.; and, after that 


apottle’s martyrdom, he, fuccef= 
fively preachedthe gofpel in Ita- 
ly, Dalmatia,, Galatia, Mace- 
donia,. and Greece ;. where a 
party of infidels feized him and 
hanged him on an olive-tree in 
the 84th yearof his age. He 
obtained the name of an evan- 
gelift by writing the gofpel that 
goes under his name, during his 
travels with St, Paul in Achaia. 


He alfo. wrote the Ads of the 


Apofiles, at the end of St. Paul’s 
two years confinement at Rome. 


RELIGIOUS SECTS.—Continued from page 77. 


PAPISTS, So called from 
their adhering to the pope, whofe 
fupremacys {aid tohave been ef- 
tabliihed irthe eleventh century. 

Their fentiments are compril- 
ed in the following fummary : 

I. That St. Peter was defign- 
ed by Chrilt to be the head of the 
church ; and the bifhops of Rome 
being his lineal fucceffors, have 
the fame apoftolic authority ; and 


that the Roman church is the ma- 


ther and mifire{s of all churches. 

For our Saviour declares, in 
Mat. xi. 18. Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock will I build my 


is 


church : . therefore the church is 
built upon Peter. 

The church of the Old Tefta- 
ment was a figure of the church 
under the New ; they hada igh 
Prieftabove the reft ;therefore the 
pope is fuperior to other bifhops. 

I]. That the /eriptures are not 
fufficient without traditions : and 
that their. approved ¢raditrons 
are of equal authority with the 
criptures. For there are divers 
books of Canonical fcripture loft ; 
ift,Chro. xxix. 29. 2d Chro. ix. 
29. Col. iv. 16. therefore the re- 
maining part is not fufficient. 


III. 
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Tl1I. That the Catholic church 
cannot pofhibly err: but is not 
only infallible in all things ne- 
ceflary to falvation, but alfo in 
thing it impofeth and com- 

andeth, even if it is not con- 
salah in the word of God. 


lV. That there are feven 


facraments inftituted by Jefus. 


Chrift, viz. Baptifm, Eucharitt, 
Confirmation, Penance, Ex. 
treme Union, Orders, and 
Marriage ; and that the facra- 
ments have: power to confer 
grace. : 

I. To prove that confirma- 
tion, or impofition of hands is a 
facrament, the Papifts argue 

tom Acts vill, 17. They did lay 
their hands upon them and they re- 
ceived the Holy Gheft.. This im- 
pofition of hands, together with 
the prayers here {pecified,’ was, 
no doubt, the facrament of .con- 
firmation: for here is an out- 
ward fign, anda {pitithal grace ; 
therefore confirmation is a facra- 
ment. 

II... Penance includes in, it, 
contrition and painful forrow of 
heart, confeflion to the -priett, 
and fatisfa€tion to God for our 
fins: and Chrift inftituted this 
facrament when he breathed up- 
on his apofties-atter his refur- 
rection, and faid unto them, re- 


ceive ye the Holy Ghoft ; whofe fins 


ye remit, are remitted » whofe fins, 


ye retain, are retained: John xx, 
22: The faculty.of the prieft- 
hood confifting in remitting of 
fins, is here beftowed upon the: 
ine 2 and their fucceflors; 
therefore penaiice is truly atid 
properly a ‘facramente 

iff. 
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truly a facramént, is evident 
from James v, 13. Js aay fiek 
among you, &c. Here is'@ re- 
miffion of fins promifed upon 
anointing the fick with oil ;— 
therefore it is a facrament. 

IV. That holy orders is a fa- 
crament appears from 1 Tim. 
iv, 14. Holy orders give grace 
by an external ceremony end 
work ; therefore holy orders is 
a facrament. 

V. That marriage is a facra- 
ment ‘is evident from Ephef. v, 
22. Thisis agreat mypery. Ma- 
trimony is here a fign of a holy 


thing reprefenting the conjunc- 
tion of Chrift and his church ; : 
therefore it is a facrament. 


VI. That in the mals there 
is offered unto God a true and 
propitiatory facrifice for the 
quick and dead, and that in the 
facrament of the eucharift, un- 
der the forms of breadsand wine, 
is really and [vd fantral’y prefent 
the body and blood, together with 
the foul and di@inity ot our Lord 
Jefus Chrift:. and that there is 
a converfion made of the whale 
Subftance of the bread into his bo- 
dy, and of the wine inte his bloc, 
whichis calledtranfubPastiation. 

For, faythey, Cheift, in the 
inftitution of this facraraent, faid 
to his apofiles, This is my body: 
that is, that which is ¢6ntaincd 
under the form ‘of. this dread is 
my very body, 1 Cor. x, 16. 

VEL.. That the laymen and 
clergy not faying mafs, fhall re- 
ceive the evcharilt in one» kind, 
that | isy in bread only ;-and that 
it' is not lawful for them’ to 


“communicate th both. 
That extreme anion; - 
or anointing thesick withoil is; 


(To be continued, ) 








TO THE 

JF the commencement of 
the prefent work, we were 
ftimulated by a defire to be fer- 
viceahle to our fellow men, by 
the periodical diffemination of 
fuch religious productions, as 
might have a tendency to warm 
the heart, enliven the wnder- 
ftanding, and provoke to a more 
tealons adherence to the true 
principles of our holy religion, 
while they difcountenanced the 
dangerous principles of Athei/m, 
which unhappily are too preva- 
fent at the prefent day ;—but, 
confcious of our own infuffici- 
ency for thefe things, our reli- 
ance was principally on the li- 
beral premifes of affiftance from 
fundry gentlemen, eminett in 
our view, for their literary abi- 


 Hities and enlightened zeal for 


the fupport of truth. Hitherto 
thefe affurances have been but 
partially fulfilled, and: the pre- 
fent appearance does not indi- 
cate that readinefs to affift us in 
the profecution of the work, 
which we fondly anticipated. 
About 480 copies have been 
regularly diftributed to fubfcri- 


Addrefs to the Public.— Poetry. 


PU B.C. 

bers in this and the adjacent 
counties, and provided it is con. 
tinued on the original plan, or 
enlarged, the profpeét is favor- 
able of a confiderable addition. 
But it would be unavailing ar- 
rogance in us, to attempt the 
profecution of a work of this 
kind, without affiftance. We 
muft centent ourfelves with be« 
ing the humble inftruments in 
the hand of Providence, of pro- 
mulgating the produdtions of 
others on fubjeéts of fuch vatt 
importance. 

Agreeably to our plan we have 
two numbers more to publiih, 
and we fhould regret the necef- 
fity of difcontinuing the work, 
for want of that affiltance which 
is neceffary to its.fupport ; and 
which, while it afforded em- 
ployment for the leifure hours 
of the writer, would (we con- 
ceive) yicld him the comfortable 
hope, that he had contributed to 
the growth of piety and virtue, 
to the benefit of fociety, and 
perhaps, to the falvation of 
fome of his fellow- men. 

The Eprrors. 





IVINE Pythagoras expell’d his fchool 


Oa i)! at a Goyntry Church the feats empty on a Sunday. 


The libertine, who fcorn’d tovlive by rule, 
Whofe morals his philofophy difgrac'd, © — 
And:in his room an empty coffin piac'd. 

Trammels caft off, our congregations thin, 
Sundays profan'd, and abfence deem'd no fin. 


Abfenters to reclaim againft their will, 


Pious church-wardens, finee no‘prieft has ras 


Should empty feats with empty: coffins fill. 
A more affecting reprefentative. : 
Of church deferters, Hogarth can’t contrive. 
By Jewith Rabbins it is truly faid, , 

Not he that dies, but he that fins,. is dead. 




























